Simply Music

Teacher Application

Questions

1. Are you a music educator?

Yes. After 11 years of private piano study, I received a piano scholarship for college and majored in Music Education and Theater Arts. I, periodically, attend various music conferences dealing with piano teaching and church music. 

My business name is Applegate Music Studio (www.applegatemusicstudio.com & www.applegatemusiconline.com). I currently teach private piano to19 students through my own business and 8 additional students at Arcadia Music Academy across town.  

I've been a member of the Music Teachers National Association and National Guild of Piano Teachers.

2. Briefly describe your background as it relates to music.

I started piano at age 6 and went through college. My college scholarship piece was “Fantasie Impromptu in C# Minor,” by Chopin. I played for church for the first time at age 13 and have accompanied congregations, small ensembles, soloists for the past 25-30 years in church, middle and high school, and college. I've also performed solo music in church services (preludes, postludes, etc.) for about the same length of time.

For about 12 years, I taught piano and voice students mostly on the side while doing church music and corporate training as my primary jobs. About 4 years ago, I was laid off from my corporate training job and decided to keep doing church music and take more students. 

Some musicians are better at reading printed music or playing without music (by ear). I have always been comfortable in both areas. I gained  a lot of experience utilizing improvisation and transposition in church music. I grew accustomed to improvising on existing tunes and doing “on the spot,” original music.  

3. How did you come to find out about the Simply music method?

Usually, I dislike infomercials but when I came across one about learning piano one evening, I stayed with it and found it intriguing. I was more impressed when I went to the website and discovered there was a very thorough, multi-level learning track and teacher licensing available. I've been searching online forums and social media outlets for other comments about Simply Music and have yet to find anything negative.

4. Why do you wish to participate in the Simply Music Teacher Training Program?

I ordered the basic course to see what it was all about and realized it might help to remedy many of the issues private teachers face with traditional curricula, i.e., slow progress at the beginning, non-accommodation to individual learning styles, having to play music many students don't like or recognize. I'm tired of seeing glazed-over eyes and a loss of enthusiasm when some new students realize how much they have to learn just to play with one hand (meaning musical notation concepts). I know that actually playing songs is more fun for them at first, rather than having to learning musical notation but I'm not sure how to teach any other way. I'm hoping Simply Music will help motivation and student longevity.  

5. What do you believe will be the most significant challenges you face in becoming a Simply Music teacher?

I've had a lot of teaching experience, both in private and classroom situations so I feel confident in those areas. The items below, however, may be a challenge:

· I'm not a marketing type of person (at least, I think I'm not). Though I'm looking for ways to differentiate myself from other area piano teachers, I will have to work at my networking skills which I'm sure are essential to getting the word out.


· In my past experiences in traditional teaching, I guess I've developed a mindset that I may have challenges in being a good student motivator or keeping students interested. Not having a full knowledge of this curriculum, I'm not sure if I will need additional skills to keep students happy and satisfied with their learning. Since this is a major source of my income, I'm willing to do what it takes.  

· I understand there are several types of charges, including for each level certification. For the past 4 years, I have yet to have a completely full roster of students. Money is tight but I do manage it well. 

6. Is there anything we should know about.......?

I have no illnesses, legal issues or convictions of any kind. There is nothing that would hinder or impair my work in teaching the Simply Music curriculum.

